CHAPTER III
SOURCES  OF RUBBER:   WILD RUBBER
South America.   Para Grades
ALTHOUGH at the present time the greater proportion of the world's
supply of rubber comes from the plantations of the Far East, appreciable
quantities are still obtained from uncultivated trees indigenous to certain
tropical countries.
The most important source of such wild rubber is the country around
the mouth and the valley of the river Amazon in South America. The
producing trees belong to the genus Hevea, and the species yielding the best
quality of rubber is Hevea bmsiliensis, from which is obtained the well-known
Para rubber, so called because of the fact that the chief port of shipment is
Para (Belem), situated at the mouth of the Amazon. This part of the river
is studded with islands, and the rubber collected in the surrounding country
is known as " Islands " or " soft cure " Para, a name referring to the appear-
ance of the rubber after coagulation by smoking or " curing." * Rubber
coming from the country surrounding the upper reaches of the Amazon is
called " Up-river " or " hard cure " Para, designations which may be further
qualified according to the country of origin by prefixes such as Peruvian,
Bolivian, Acre, etc.
Although the producing trees are wild forest growths the collection of
the rubber is carried out on a carefully elaborated system by individuals or
corporate bodies, who, after selecting a suitable site, must first get it surveyed
by a State official.
When a concession is obtained the lessees erect huts for the workers, and
through the forest paths are cut, each of which, starting and finishing at one
of the huts, embraces an area known as an estrada, containing perhaps fifty
trees.
The general method of obtaining the latex from the tree is by tapping,
which is usually performed by the labourer making a number of incisions
* The term *' curing " is also used to denote the change known as vulcanisation (see p. 19),
but is not used in this sense in the present instance.
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